
SUMMER READING FOR INCOMING 6TH GRADE 
STUDENTS 

 
Instructors: Mrs. Grant-Richards, Ms. Peralta, & Mrs. Denues 

 
 Welcome to the sixth grade!  We are thrilled you will be joining us at 
C.T. English Middle School next year.  Reading fabulous literature and novels 
will be a large portion of your English curriculum next year.  To begin this 
wonderful adventure, our first novel of the year will be Maniac Magee by 
Jerry Spinelli.  This is a magnificent, thought-provoking novel that we love 
reading and rereading!  We hope you will enjoy it, too! 
 
 Although you may check the book out of the public library, we strongly 
encourage you to begin expanding your personal library by purchasing the 
book.  If the book is your own, you are free to highlight and mark in the book 
as you wish.  If you are unable to purchase the book, we suggest you buy 
some Post-it© notes to use in place of marking in the book itself. 
 
Though no formal assignment will be collected, knowing the following 
information will help you understand the story and better prepare you for 
class activities and discussions that will happen the first couple weeks of 
school.  
 
1.  Who are the main characters of the book?  Is one more important than 

the others?  How?  Are these main characters "good" or "bad"?  What do 
they value (what is important to them)?  Do they change from the 
beginning to the end of the book? How? 

 
2.  Could you summarize the plot in 10 sentences if you were asked to?   
 
3.  Were portions of the novel so vivid and clear they created pictures, 

almost like watching a movie, in your mind?  If so, be sure to mark and 
remember them! 

 
4.  Can you write a song about the book's plot and/or characters? 
 
Enjoy your summer! 
Mrs. Grant-Richards 
Ms. Peralta 
Mrs. Denues 


